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Women's Athletics Celebrates 25 Years of Competition .
St. Cloud, Mi·nn. -- It's been 25 years since St. Cloud State University first organized a
women's sports team and the Huskies are celebrating throughout the 1992-93 year.
In the spring of 1969, the first women's intercollegiate team was formed and the sport was
softball. On May 3, 1969, the Huskies defeated- Bemidji State 7-4 at Vet's Field. That marked the
beginning of SCSU women's athletics as we have come to recognize it today.
Two women were very instrumental in recognizing the need for women's athletics and taking
charge in organizing teams. Dr. Fran Bleick was the women's physical education department
chairwoman and in September of 1969, she appointed Gladys Ziemer women's athletic director of
extramural sports. · That appointment continues today as Ziemer has guided the SCSU women's
athletic department from it's early beginnings into a highly rated North Central Conference, National
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Division II program.
Since it's inception in 1969, women's athletics at SCSU have competed under the guidelines
of the Northern Sun Conference and the Association of Intercollegiate Athletics for Women (AIAW).
In 1982, the NCAA became the national governing body for women's athletics. In the fall of 1984, the
women joined the NCC and have competed among the upper division in every sport.
In the eight years that SCSU has belonged to the North Central Conference, the Huskies have
captured five tennis titles and one basketball championship. Last year, (1991-92) SCSU won the
NCC all-sports trophy for the first time ever. The all-sports trophy is awarded to the school with the
most points garnered based on conference finishes in each sport.
Today St. Cloud State University offers athletic opportunities to women who want to compete
in basketball, cross-country, golf, softball, swimming and diving, tennis, and indoor and outdoor
track and field.

SCSU is an equal opportunity educator and employer.

SCSU Celebrates 25 Years of Women's Athletics
by Douglas Jacques
Prior to 1968-69 a St. Cloud State University
women's athletic team was not referred to as an
intercollegiate team.
But in the spring of 1969 Gladys Ziemer coached a
softball team that practiced daily and completed its
first intercollegiate season with a 4-2 record. That
season marked the beginning of women's athletics as
we know it today at scsu.
This year will mark the 25th year of softball at
SCSU and the 25th anniversary of the formation of the
women's athletics department that now oversees eight
intercollegiate sports.
Ziemer was appointed as SCSU's first athletics
director in 1968. Appointed by women's physical
education department chair Dr. Fran Bleick, Ziemer
has guided SCSU women's athletics through
numerous changes ever since.
"Though Bleick named me the director of the
women's program, she and other women physical
education leaders in the state helped start a statewide
program," Ziemer said. "They were instrumental in
helping us get it organized with a sound philosophical
base. We owe a lot to Fran Bleick and other national
leaders of the time who formed the A.I.A.W."
During the 1969-70 school year SCSU expanded
the athletics program with the addition of volleyball,
gymnastics, badminton, and tennis to the existing
softball program. Ziemer added volleyball and
gymnastics to her coaching responsibilities. Dee
Whitlock became the first badminton and tennis coach.
Athletes were also competing in basketball during the
1968-69 and 1969-70, coached by graduate
assistants.
The expansion of the athletics program continued
in 1970-71 when Ruth Nearing was hired in the
physical education department and became the first
swimming coach. Basketball became more developed
during the year, but state schools, including SCSU,
dropped badminton.
The athletics program added track and field in
1973-74 when Nearing was named as the first coach.
Softball was suspended for the 1974 season in order
to add track and field because most athletes were
multi-sport athletes.
The early years of women's athletics were a
struggle for funding and access to facilities. The first
volleyball team was not allowed to use the main gym
and had to use the balcony of Halenbeck Hall.
But attitudes toward women competing in sports
were changing around the nation and the state of
Minnesota was a national leader in legislation that

provided opportunities for women prior to the
enactment of Title IX at the federal level.
The Minnesota State Legislature provided two
positions for women's athletics at every state
university. SCSU hired Karen Thompson and Joanne
Owens in 1975-76 and both cross country and golf
were added to the athletics program.
The only change since the 1975-76 year in the
women's athletics offerings came when a lack of a
coach and insurance concerns forced SCSU to drop
gymnastics from its program in 1980-81.
SCSU was fortunate to have an administration that
supported women's athletics. After Ziemer coached
four years of volleyball, basketball, and softball, SCSU
hired Dianne Glowatzke to coach volleyball and
softball. Former President Charles Graham was
instrumental in SCSU becoming the first university in
Minnesota to provide scholarships for women athletes.
In 1984, Sue Becker was hired to coach softball and
Glowatzke started concentrating on volleyball.
In 1979, SCSU joined the other Minnesota State
University System schools in forming the Northern Sun
Conference. The entrance into the NSC provided
SCSU with a better schedule and the formation of
rivalries with the other schools in the conference.
SCSU remained in the NSC until 1984 when the
move was made to the North Central Conference.
The Huskies have remained competitive in the NCC
as the conference has become the premier women's
Division II conference in the nation. SCSU won its first
all-sports title this past year and has never finished
lower than fifth.
·
"Joining the NCC was a good decision," Ziemer
said. "I think the decisions that have been made at St.
Cloud State about athletics the entire time I have been
here have been in the best interest of our studentathletes."
For the past 25 years, SCSU women's athletics
has contributed to the lives of the women who have
competed. Before the formation of the program,
women had very few opportunities to participate in
athletics.
SCSU will continue to provide outstanding
athletics opportunities for women because of the
committment the University has made to the women's
program.

Ziemer, SCSU Women's Athletics Begin 25th Vear Together
Prior to the 1960s opportunities for women to
participate in athletics were very limited. Society
discouraged women from participating in athletics because
of the prevailing view of a woman's role in society.
During the 1960s these attitudes were beginning to
change but athletics for women had yet to become as
acceptable as today. Due to the dedication of many in the
1960s and 1970s women were ultimately given the
opportunity to participate in athletics.
One woman who was instrumental in providing
opportunities for women in sports is Gladys Ziemer. When
Ziemer was hired at St. Cloud State University in 1968, the
university offered no intercollegiate athletics for women to
participate.
Fran Bleick, chairwoman of the women's physical
education department, appointed Ziemer as athletic
director for the 1968-69 school year. At this time some
attitudes that women should not participate in athletics
remained. "Most of the athletes in those days were P.E.
majors," Ziemer said. "Other women didn't participate in
sports. It wasn't acceptable."
But Ziemer has helped change that notion. As a
result, SCSU women's athletics have flourished and this
year celebrates the 25th anniversary of the women's
athletic department at SCSU. Over the course of the past
25 years the department has changed from its early
stages to what it encompasses today.
But one aspect has remained the same. Ziemer has
guided the department for each of its 25 years and has
had a positive influence on the many women who were
given the opportunity to participate in intercollegiate
athletics.
The department has given women the opportunity to
participate in 1O different intercollegiate sports over the
course of 25 years. Today the department sponsors eight
intercollegiate sports: basketball, cross country, golf,
softball, swimming and diving, tennis, track and field, and
volleyball. The department has also offered badminton
and gymnastics in the past.
"Even though I've been the first athletic director here, I
feel strongly that Fran Bleick and the women who were in
charge and allowed women to get started should really be
the ones to get the credit for the programs getting started,"
Ziemer said.
While Ziemer is quick to praise others at St. Cloud
State for the development of the women's athletic
program, there is no doubt that Ziemer herself has been
the backbone of the program and an inspiration for all
women athletes.
Since her first year at SCSU, Ziemer has continually
attended conferences and seminars devoted to the
development and progress of women's athletics. The
following is a year-by-year sampling of some of the
committees she has served on and/or chaired.
1968-69: Member of Minnesota Board of Officials.
1969-70: Attended conference of Central Association
of Physical Education for College Women in Hill City, MN.
1970-71: Represented SCSU at meeting to draft
constitution and by-laws for Minnesota Women's

Intercollegiate Athletic Association (MWIAA).
1971-72: Elected to MWIAA Executive Board.
1972-73: Elected Vice-Chairperson of Minnesota
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics for Women
(formerly MWIAA) . Served as MAIAW Chair of the Rules
Interpretation and Protest Committee. Elected Minnesota
Representative to Region 6 AIAW.
1973-74: SCSU delegate to the first ever AIAW
Delegate Assembly in Overland Park, KS.
1974-75: Elected Chair of the MAIAW Volleyball
Coaches Association.
1976-77: Elected to Executive Board of National
Basketball Coaches Academy of the national association
for Girl's and Women's Sports (NAGWS).
1977-78:
Elected to NAGWS/AAU National
Basketball Rules Committee for Women.
1978-79: Chaired NAGWS/AAU National Basketball
Rules Committee for Women. Elected Chair of MAIAW
Ethics and Eligibility Committee.
1979-80: Elected NAGWS representative to the
Amateur Basketball Association of the United States of
America
1980-81: Elected Chair-Elect of the Region 6 AIAW
Ethics and Eligibility Committee. Charter member of the
Women's Basketball Coaches Association (WBCA).
1981-82: Served on National AIAW Ethics and
Eligibility Appeals Board.
1982-83: Selected to serve as a member of the
NCAA Division II Women's North Central Region
Basketball Advisory Committee.
1983-84: Selected to serve as a member of the
NCAA Division II Women's North Central Region
Basketball Advisory Committee (for second year).
1984-85: Selected as Converse/WBCA District Coach
of the Year. Inducted into Mankato State University
Athletic Hall of Fame.
1985-86: Selected Chair of the NCAA Division II
Women's North Central Region Basketball Advisory
Committee. Appointed NCAA representative to the North
Central Region basketball play-off games.
1986-87: Appointed by the NCAA as the Division II
NCAA representative to the meetings of the Women's
Basketball Coaches Association
1987-88: Elected to a three-year term to the NCAA
Division II Women's Basketball Committee. Chair of the
North Central Region NCAA Division II Basketball
Advisory Committee.
1988-89: Elected Chair of the NCAA Division II
Women's Basketball Committee.
1989-90: Chair of North Central Conference (NCC)
women's athletics representatives and women's basketball
coaches.
1990-91:
Chair of NCC women's athletics
administrators. Chair of NCC women's basketball
coaches.
1991-92: Served third year as Chair of NCAA Division
II Women's Basketball Committee (5th yr. on committee).
Represented NCAA as advisor to the NCAA basketball
regional in Fargo, ND.

Women's Athletics Proves Successful in 13 Years of
Conference Affiliations
For 13 of the 25 years that St. Cl_oud
State women's athletics has been in
competition, the Huskies have been affiliated
with two conferences. In 1979-80, SCSU
joined the Northern Sun Conference (NSC)
until the 1984-85 season when the Huskies
became members of the North Central
Conference (NCC), an affiliation they
maintain today.
Since the 1979-80 season, SCSU
women's teams have won 15 league
championships. Tennis and basketball lead
the way as title contenders. The SCSU
tennis team has amassed nine conference
titles, winning four as a member of the NSC
and five in the NCC. Basketball has won five
league titles, four in the NSC and one the
NCC. Volleyball won the NSC title in 1982.
Individually, SCSU has had two
national champions. In 1982, Marie
Sherwood won the javelin at the AIAW
National Championships in Clarksville,
Tennesse with a toss of 164'3•. In March of
1992, Jennifer (GiGi) Deslauriers won the
high jump at the NCAA Division II Indoor
Track and Field Championships in Saginaw
Valley, Michigan. She jumped 5'8".

Northern Sun Conference Titles
Year
1979-80
1980-81
1981-82
1982-83

Championships
Basketball, Tennis
Tennis
Tennis, Basketball
Tennis, Volleyball,
Basketball
Basketball

1983-84

North Central Conference All-Sports
Standings/Titles
Year
1984-85
1985-86
1986-87
1987-88
1988-89
1989-90
1990-91
1991-92

Place
3rd
6th
3rd
3rd
2nd
3rd
4th
1st

Titles
Tennis
Tennis
Tennis
Basketball (tie)
Tennis (tie)
Tennis

Milestone Dates in SCSU Women's Athletics
1968

Women's physical education department chairwoman Fran Bleick
appoints Gladys Ziemer first women's athletic director.

1969

Ziemer organizes SCSC's first intercollegiate team by forming softball
team.
SCSC conducts first intercollegiate contest. Softball team defeats Bemidji
State 7-4 at Vet's Field.
SCSC wins first intercollegiate trophy by winning the Gustavus Invitation
Softball Sports Day. Huskies win games against Winona State and
Gustavus Adolphus but lose to Minnesota. Huskies win title by scoring
34 runs in tournament.
Softball team ends first season with a 5-1 record by defeating the
Minnesota-Duluth 8-5.
Ziemer organizes SCSC's first intercollegiate volleyball team. Team
practices in Halenbeck Hall balconies.
SCSC volleyball team competes in first match. 'A' team defeats Winona
State 15-12, 5-15, 15-10. 'B' team defeats Minnesota-Morris in two
games.
Volleyball team ends season with 6-5 record after losing to Minnesota and
Concordia in the Minnesota Statewide Invitational.

May 3, 1969
May 17, 1969

May 29, 1969
1969
Oct. 25, 1969
Dec.6,1969
1969-70
1969-70

Dee Whitlock organizes first intercollegiate badminton team.
Ziemer organizes first intercollegiate gymnastics team.

Jan.24,1970

SCSC hosts first gymnastics meet. Huskies finish third in triangular meet
with 30 points. Bemidji State wins meet with 44 points and Minnesota
finishes with 41 .
SCSC badminton team competes in first match at Minnesota.
SCSC gymnastics team wins first meet in triangular at Bemidji State with
56.5 points. BSC finishes with 54.5 and Minot State with 48.5
SCSC badminton team completes first season with only home match in
history against Southwest State.
Whitlock organizes SCSC's first intercollegiate tennis team.
SCSC tennis team makes debut, losing only dual meet of the season 4-2
to Minnesota-Duluth. Kathy Marker and Kathy Hessler win in singles
competition.
Ruth Nearing organizes SCSC's first intercollegiate swimming and diving
team.
SCSC swimming and diving team competes in first meet at Winona State,
winning 80-31.
SCSC swim team finishes 5th at state meet in Minneapolis.

Jan.29,1970
Feb.21,1970
Feb.26,1970
1970
Apr. 27, 1970
1970

Oct. 31, 1970
Dec.5,1970
1971
Jan.21,1971
Feb.20,1971

Pat Halvorson organizes SCSC's first intercollegiate basketball team.
SCSC wins first basketball game it competes in defeating MinnesotaMorris 50-26 in Morris.
SCSC badminton team competes in final match at the Minnesota
Invitational. Kathy Rolf and Marcia Thompson win doubles title.

Mar. 25-27, 1971

Dec.4,1971

1971

1972
Apr. 27, 1972
1972

Nov. 17, 1973

1973

1974
Apr. 27, 1974

May 24, 1974
1974
1975
1975

Sept. 26, 1975
Oct. 25, 1975
1975

1976
1976
1976

Robi Inserra, Jane Lussenhop, Bonnie Muedeking, and Nancy Raso
compete in D.G.W.S. National Swimming and Diving Meet at Tempe,
Arizona. Team finishes 33rd in 200 freestyle relay.
Swimming and diving team captures SCSC's first MAIAW state title at
Halenbeck Hall. Huskies finish with 236.5 points to win meet. Minnesota
finishes second with 226 points. Victory completes undefeated season.
First coaching change in SCSC women's athletics history occurs. Former
graduate assistant Doris Kelly named head gymnastics coach.
Carol Brink named as SCSC's third gymnastics coach replacing Doris
Kelly.
SCSC wins first dual meet in tennis. Huskies defeat Bemidji State 3-1.
Joyce Gedde is named as basketball coach and guides the Huskies to a
6-7 record in 1972-73.
Ziemer guides the SCSC volleyball team to its first MAIAW state
championship by defeating University of Minnesota 15-12, 17-15. The
team posts a 13-8 overall record.
Ziemer assumes the duties of basketball coach and guides the Huskies
to 3-6 record in her first season.
Softball program suspended for 1974 season so that Nearing can
organize SCSC's first intercollegiate track and field team.
SCSC track and field team competes for the first time at an indoor meet at
North Dakota State. Huskies finish in fourth place of nine teams with 26
points.
SCSC track and field team completes inaugural season with sixth place
showing at the MAIAW state meet in Minneapolis.
SCSC tennis team completes first undefeated season with 7-0 record.
Softball returns after a one year absence as Nancy Olsen guides the
Huskies to 5-7 record.
Minnesota State University Board creates two positions for women's
athletics. Karen Thompson and Joanne Owens hired by SCSU.
Thompson organizes first intercollegiate cross country team and will
coach track and field team. Owens named gymnastics coach and
organizes first intercollegiate golf team.
SCSU cross country team competes in first meet at Golden Valley
Community College.
SCSU cross country team finishes third at MAIAW state meet in
Minneapolis.
Volleyball team becomes first SCSU team to win 20 contests as Ziemer
guides the Huskies to 22-12 record.
Ziemer returns to coach the SCSU softball team to an 11-6 record.
SCSU golf team wins SCSU Invitational in first competition. Huskies
defeat St. Olaf 270-292. Anne Theis cards an 88 for runner-up honors.
SCSU volleyball team wins MAIAW Large College state championship
and finishes with a 26-15 record in Ziemer's final season as head coach.

1976-77
1977

i

SCSU basketball team wins MAIAW Large College state championship
and finishes 18-4 under Ziemer.
SCSU administration decides Ziemer no longer needs to coach three
sports. Dianne Glowatzke is named volleyball and softball coach.

1978

Becky McClellan named gymnastics and tennis coach. Theis named as
golf coach.

1979

SCSU becomes charter member of the Northern Sun Conference with
Bemidji State, Mankato State, Minnesota-Duluth, Minnesota-Morris,
Moorhead State, Southwest State, and Winona Sate.
Sandra Schleifers named cross country and track and field coach.

1979
1980
Mar. 12-16, 1980

1980
1980
1980

Feb.9,1981
1981
1981
May 2, 1981
1982
1982
1982
1982
1982
1982

SCSU gymnastics team captures MAIAW Division II state title and sends
two athletes to the AIAW national meet. Anne Cleary finishes 24th and
Terese Sager finishes 48th in the all-around at the national meet.
SCSU swimming and diving team wins MAIAW and Region 6 AIAW titles
and sends seven athletes to the AIAW national meet in Nearing's final
season as head coach. Jane Baltes becomes SCSU's first women's AllAmerican by finishing 12th in the 50 backstroke in Clarion, PA.
Basketball team captures SCSU's first Northern Sun Conference title.
SCSU tennis team captures first of four consecutive NSC and MAIAW
Division II titles in McClellan's final season.
McClellan's resignation leaves SCSU without a gymnastics coach to start
the season. Carol Anklan named swimming and diving and tennis coach.
Thompson returns as cross country and track and field coach.
After naming two different coaches and cancelling several meets, SCSU
terminates gymnastics program.
SCSU swimming and diving team wins MAIAW Division II state title for
second consecutive year.
SCSU tennis team captures second consecutive NSC and MAIAW
Division II championships.
SCSU softball team defeats Moorhead State 2-0 to capture first MAIAW
Division II state championship.
SCSU basketball team captures its second NSC title and finishes with a
15-12 record.
Marie Sherwood wins the javelin at the AIAW National Championships,
becoming SCSU's first individual AIAW Champion.
SCSU tennis team wins third consecutive NSC and MAIAW Division II
titles. The Huskies also win the Region 6 AIAW championship for the first
time.
SCSU obtains membership in the NCAA.
Carol Howe-Veenstra named track and field coach.
SCSU volleyball team wins its first NSC title and finishes with a 27-19
record .

1983

1983
1983
1983
1983
1984
1984

1985
Apr. 27, 1985

1985

SCSU basketball team finishes most successful season in history with a
31-4 record following a loss in the NCAA Division II quarterfinals. The
Huskies captured their second consecutive NSC title, the MAIAW Division
II title, and the NCAA North Central Region title.
SCSU tennis team wins fourth of four consecutive NSC and MAIAW
Division II titles.
SCSU men's athletics joins the North Central Conference on the condition
that women's athletics will also joins. SCSU women's athletics will join the
NCC the following year.
Thompson returns as track and field coach. John Pearson named as golf
coach.
SCSU volleyball team posts its first of three consecutive 30 win seasons
by finishing 33-15.
SCSU basketball team completes a 27-3 season with a NCAA Division II
quarterfinal loss. The Huskies won their third consecutive NSC title and
second consecutive NCAA North Central Region title.
First external review of SCSU women's athletics is conducted as the
Huskies move to the NCC. Recommendation is made that Glowatzke
coach only one sport. Sue Becker is named softball coach. Sue
Gabrielson is named cross country and track and field coach. Jeff Black
is named as tennis coach.
SCSU basketball team completes a 24-6 season with a third straight
NCAA Quarterfinal loss. The Huskies captured a third straight North
Central Region title and finished as NCC runner-up.
Tennis team captures SCSU's first NCC title in any sport as they tie
Mankato with 52 points.
Nancy Knop is named as SCSU's cross country and track and field
coach.

1986 ·

SCSU volleyball team completes its most successful season in history
with 38-9 record and an appearance in the region playoffs.

1987

SCSU basketball team finishes with a 21-8 record following an
appearance in the North Central Region playoffs.
SCSU tennis team captures its second NCC title in three seasons under
head coach Jeff Black. The Huskies defeated North Dakota 62-37 to win
the team title. The Huskies won five singles championships and two
doubles championships.
Larry Sundby is named as SCSU's fourth tennis coach. Rene Kellermann
is named as golf coach. -

Apr. 26, 1987

1987
.1988
Apr. 30, 1988

1988

SCSU basketball team finishes season with a 18-1 O record following an
appearance in the North Central Region. The Huskies lost to North
Dakota State 77-57.
SCSU tennis team wins its second consecutive NCC title with 66,
doubling runner-up Mankato State's score. The Huskies won all three
doubles titles and five of the six singles championships.
Diane Heydt is named as SCSU's third swimming and diving coach.

1988

SCSU volleyball completes a 22-15 season with a loss to North Dakota
State in the North Central Region tournament.

1989

SCSU basketball team finishes 21-9 after losing to Central Missouri State
in the NCAA quarterfinals. During the season the Huskies captured their
first NCC crown and a fourth North Central Region title.
SCSU softball advanced to the Midwest Region playoffs for the first time
and finished with a 26-14 record.
Blair Nelson is named as golf coach.

.1989
1989

Mar. 10, 1990
. Apr. 26, 1990
1990

Apr. 27, 1991
May 12, 1991
1991

Mar. 13, 1992

Mar. 11-14, 1992

May 9, 1992
1992-93

SCSU basketball team finishes with a 23-5 record following a 91-74 loss
to North Dakota State in the North Central Region playoffs.
SCSU tennis team captures its fourth NCC title by tying Northern
Colorado with 60 points in Sioux Falls.
SCSU softball team wins 30 games for the first time and finishes with a
33-11 record but is not selected for regional play.
For a second consecutive season the SCSU tennis team battles Northern
Colorado for the NCC title. SCSU wins 34-33 for its fifth NCC title.
SCSU softball team loses 2-0 to Augustana in the Midwest Region final to
complete a 30-15 season.
Courtney Miller is named as softball coach. Anne Theis is named as the
golf coach for a second time.
GiGi Deslauriers becomes SCSU's first NCAA national champion by
winning high jump competition with a jump of 5-8 at the NCAA indoor
track and field championships. Michelle Nelson becomes a five-time AllAmerican at the same meet.
Six members of the SCSU swimming and diving team earn All-American
honors in four different events at the national championships in Grand
Forks.
SCSU softball team loses two games at the Midwest Region tournament
to finish the season 25-13.
SCSU celebrates the 25th anniversary of women's intercollegiate
athletics.

SCSU Women's Basketball History

,i

Women's basketball at SCSU enters its 24th year of
competition in the 1991-92 season. Over the years, the
program has evolved from the Campus Lab School to
Halenbeck Hall, from the AIAW to the NCAA and from the
Northern Sun Conference to the North Central
. Conference.
The first Huskie team had an 0-4 record in 1969
under coach Linda Ochs. The team's two home games
that year were played at the Campus Lab School, where
the team continued to play its games into the 1973
season.
In 1970, the regular season was extended to eight.
games and post-season play was initiated in Minnesota.
The women played two regional tournaments divided into
northern and southern regions. St. Cloud State finished
as the consolation champion in the Northern Regional
Tournament and ended the season with a 5-7 overall
record under coach Joan Payne.
Pat Halvorson guided the Huskies the next two years,
compiling records of 4-5 and 6-4.
Joyce Geddes took over the St. Cloud State coaching
duties in 1973 as the women began their first statewide
basketball tournament. The Huskies finished fourth in the
tourney and finished the 1973 season with a 6-7 overall
mark.
Current coach Gladys Ziemer took over the squad in
1974 when the Huskies were 3-6 with a fifth-place tie in
the state tournament.
St. Cloud State expanded its regular season to 11
games in 1975 and compiled a regular season 3-8 record,
but split four games in the state tournament to claim
consolation runner-up honors and end the season at 5-10
overall.
Ziemer and her crew put it all together in 1975-76,
playing a 16-game schedule and finishing 10-6. They
went on to the state tournament and finished second,
losing to Dr. Martin Luther College, 62-60. The secondplace finish qualified the Huskies for the large college
Association for Intercollegiate Athletics for Women
(AIAW) Region 6 tournament. SCSU ended fifth in the
region and finished with a 15-8 season record.
The state divided into large and small college
divisions in 1976-77. The Huskies were the Division I
champions and advanced to the Region 6 AIAW
tournament where they finished seventh. The team's
record of 18-4 was the best in St. Cloud State history.
The Huskies notched 9-12 and 19-10 records in 1978
and 1979, respectively. They garnered second-place
finishes both years in the MAIAW Division I tournament
behind the University of Minnesota. A key player during
these years was Sue Wahl, who became the first
women's collegiate basketball player in Minnesota to both
score 1,000 points and grab 1,000 rebounds.

With the passing of the Sue Wahl era in 1979,
another began during the 1979-80 season. Diane
Scherer, a 5-9 guard from St. Cloud Apollo, burst on the
scene, leading Ziemer's Huskies to a 15-13 record while
averaging 15.0 points per game. The team finished third
in the MAIAW Division II tourney, but tied for first in the
Northern Sun Conference. Charter members of the new
women's athletic conference were Bemidji State, Mankato
State, Moorhead State, Southwest State, St. Cloud State,
University of Minnesota-Duluth, .,University of MinnesotaMorris and Winona State.
Scherer had an even better year in 1980-81, breaking
school records for points in a season (617) and scoring
average (19.9). The Huskies were 17-4 overall (5-2 in
Northern Sun Conference play), and finished second to
Southwest State in the MAIAW II tournament.
A number of individual records fell by the wayside
during 1981-82. The Huskies (15-12 overall and 10-4 in
the NSC) set five team standards and eight individual
ones. Jeanne Burnett wound up her four-year career as
a starter with 1,394 points, third in St. Cloud State history.
Scherer capped the season, during which she averaged
21.4 points per game, by being named to the AIAW
Division II All-American second team. She was the first
St. Cloud State player to be so honored.
The 1982-83 team was one of the most accomplished
squads in SCSU's illustrious women's basketball history.
On its way to establishing 17 collective records, the team
was 31-4 and advanced to the quarterfinal round of the
NCAA Division II playoffs. Twenty-one individual records
also fell by the wayside, with Scherer collecting 13 of
them. She finished her career with 2,349 points, a
Minnesota women's basketball record that stood until the
1990-91 season. Scherer was not the whole show.
Forward Bonnie Henrickson moved into the Top 1 O
on
the SCSU all-time scoring list, and center Ramona
Rugloski made the most impressive debut of any SCSU
freshman by scoring 503 points and grabbing 289
rebounds.

Basketball History continued
With largely the same cast, the Huskies continued
their amazing succe.ss during 1983-84, winning a schoolrecord 26 consecutive games and once again capturing
Northern Sun and NCAA 11 North Central Region titles ·
before advancing to the NCAA II quarterfinals. Rugloski
was named to the American Women's Sports Federation
All-American Second Team and guard Dawn Anderson
was a third-team selection.
The 1984-85 season marked the debut of the St.
Cloud State women's program in the North Central
Conference and they were impressive as the Huskies
finished in a second-place tie with a 10-4 record. The
Huskies finished the season with a 24-6 overall mark and
advanced, once again, to the quarterfinals of the NCAA
Division II National Championship. The 1984-85 season
marked the end of an outstanding four years in which
Linda Nelson, Bonnie Henrickson, Dawn Anderson and
Gwen Frederick all played leading roles. Henrickson
ended her career as the second leading scorer in SCSU
history with 1,731 points.
Young. That would best describe the 1985-86 squad
that posted a 14-13 overall record and captured fourth
place in the NCC. Three sophomores and a freshman led
the way for SCSU. Sophomore Sarah Howard was
named all-conference and was third in league scoring
averaging 21.1 points a game.
The 1986-87 season saw the return of SCSU to
NCAA post-season play. The Huskies posted a 21-8
overall record and a 10-4 record for third place in the
NCC. SCSU received a bid to compete in the NCAA II
North Central Region Tournament. They posted a 68-60
win over Nebraska-Omaha in the first round and then lost
to North Dakota State 67-65 in the finals. Junior guard
Sarah Howard and sophomore forward Julie Eisenschenk
were named to the 1987 All-NCC basketball team.
In 1987-88, Sarah Howard concluded a brilliant
basketball career at SCSU. She was a three-time AllNCC and Academic NCC honoree and was named to the
AWSF All-American First Team. In addition, she was a
GTE CoSIDA First Team Academic All-American. The
Huskies finished the season 18-10 overall and fourth in
the NCC to advance to the North Central Region
Tournament.
The 1988-89 edition of SCSU women's basketball
posted its 14th consecutive winning season, captured its
first ever NCC title and made a fourth appearance in an
NCAA Division II quarterfinal game. The Huskies finished
the season 21-9 overall and 11-3 in NCC play. Four new
school records were set and Jan Niehaus, Toni Jameson
and Julie Eisenschenk were named to the all-conference
team. Niehaus and Eisenschenk were named NCC AIIAcad e mic and to the GTE-CoSIDA Academic AllAmerican third and second teams, respectively.
A fifteenth consecutive winning season was posted by
the Huskies during the 1989-90 season. SCSU
completed the season 23-5 overall and placed third in the

NCC with a 14-4 mark. For the seventh time in eighth
years, the Huskies advanced to the NCAA Division II
post-season play-offs. Coach Ziemer captured her 300th
win and the career of three outstanding seniors came to
an end. Guard Jan Niehaus, along with twin sisters Toni
and Tami Jameson, all left their marks on the SCSU
record book. Niehaus left ranked third in all-time scoring
with 1,776 points.
The fortunes of the SCSU women's basketball team
slipped a bit in 1990-91 as the Huskies finished the
season with a 7-21 overall record and 4-14 in the North
Central Conference. The Huskies started three players
who were in their first year in the SCSU program. The
inexperienced Huskies (nine of the 13 roster members
were in their first or second seasons with SCSU) played
hard and five of their losses were by six or less points.
The top scorer of the 1990-91 season was senior
Simona Samuelson. The center from Clearwater, MN (St.
Cloud Tech H.S.) was named to the 1990-91 All-NCC first
team after being an honorable mention selection the
previous year. She also earned Honorable Mention
Kodak All-American honors She ended her four-year
career as the all-time NCC leader in blocked shots(132)
and sixth in the NCC in field goal percentage (544).
Samuelson also is first in the SCSU records book in
blocked shots (285) and field goal percentage (.557).
She ranks fifth in free throws made (293) and rebounds
(680).
A disappointing season followed in 1991-92 as SCSU
finished the season with a 6-21 overall record and 2-16
NCC mark. Senior forwards Kathy Blair and Dawn
Shattuck were named to the all-North Central Conference
Honorable Mention team. Shattuck was one of the NCC's
leading rebounders, averaging 10.8 boards a game.
As SCSU women's basketball enters the 1992-93
season, the Huskies find themselves ranked 21st on the
NCAA Division 11 all-time victory list with 339 wins.

SCSU Volleyball History
Volleyball has come a long way since the "Sportday"
activities of the late 1950's and early '60s when SCSU
would invite women's volleyball teams from throughout the
state to participate in a one-day event. The final
"Sportday• was held in 1968 as women's intercollegiate
athletics began to emerge and group as the Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics for Women (AIAW) and now have
evolved to membership in the National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA).
Coach Gladys Ziemer organized the women's
extramural volleyball team in 1969. The women played 11
matches and competed in a state-wide invitational
tournament at the University of Minnesota. Ziemer's
Huskies finished the 1969 season with a 6-5 record and
notched victories over Winona State, Minnesota-Morris
and Gustavus Adolphus.
The 1970 squad ended its campaign with a 7-7 record
and tied for third in the Minnesota Association for
Intercollegiate Athletics for Women (MAIAW) state
tournament.
Ziemer's 1971 team fell to a 5-6 mark, but rebounded
in 1972 to finish second to the University of Minnesota in
MAIAW competition and qualified for Region Six AIAW
playoff action. Competing with teams from the sevenstate Region Six area, the Huskies finished fifth and
closed the season with an impressive 17-6 record.
The 1973 season was a banner year for women's
volleyball at SCSU. The Huskies captured the MAIAW
championship by defeating a strong University of
Minnesota team in the finals. Advancing to Region Six
competition, Ziemer's charges finished eighth and
recorded a 13-8 season log.
The Huskies faced a rebuilding year in 1974 and
finished fifth in the MAIAW with a respectable 9-5 record,
but emerged as a state power again in 1975.
The Huskies began the 1975 season with three
straight losses, but recovered to compile a record-setting
14 consecutive wins. End-of-the-season blues settled on
the team, as it finished third in the state tournament and
had to accept a disappointing twelfth-place finish in the
Region Six tourney. The Huskies capped the 1975
season with a 22-12 record.
SCSU rose to the occasion in 1976 and claimed the
MAIAW large-college title and posted an excellent 26-15
record.
Dianne Glowatzke took over the head coaching duties
in 1977 and the Huskies continued their excellence,
compiling a 25-19 record and claiming second place in
MAIAW competition. A sixth-place finish in the Region Six
playoffs topped the season.
SCSU earned a 24-16 season mark in 1978 and
finished third in the last year of the MAIAW large-college
tournament.
The eight-team Northern Sun Conference was
initiated in 1979, and the Huskies tied for second place
with a 5-2 mark. A third-place finish in the MAIAW
Division II state tourney ended post-season play for
Glowatzke's squad.

Glowatzke guided SCSU to a 21-18 record in 1980
and a third-place mark of 4-3 in the Northern Sun
Conference. Once again, the Huskies finished third in the
MAIAW Division II state tournament.
A trip to the Region Six AIAW Division II Tournament
highlighted the 1981 season for SCSU. The Huskies
finished second in the Northern Sun Conference and were
also second in the MAIAW Division II state tourney.
SCSU captured its first Northern Sun Confere nee title
in 1982 and placed second at the MAIAW II tournament.
The squad posted a 27-9 record, the most wins ever for
the Huskies in a single season.
Glowatzke's 1983 team finished the season with 33
victories and a 10-2 mark in conference play, good for
second place.
In 1984, the SCSU volleyball program took on a
new challenge and joined the North Central Conference
(NCC). The Huskies produced a 37-13 match play record
and finished third in the NCC. Five SCSU players were
named to the all-NCC team. SCSU enjoyed a national
ranking for most of the season and were rated 19th in the
final NCAA Division II volleyball poll.
The 1985 season saw a record-high 38 victories for
the Huskies as they posted an excellent .808 winning
percentage. For the first time ever, SCSU advanced to
the NCAA Division II National Championships. The
Huskies maintained their national spotlight by being
ranked 10th in the final NCAA Division II volleyball poll.
SCSU recorded its 15th consecutive winning season
in 1986 by posting a 29-20 record. The Huskies finished
third in the NCC.
The 1987 volleyball season brought Glowatzke her
300th career victory as the Huskies posted a 25-20 record
to finish third in the NCC. SCSU was ranked among the
Top 20 of NCAA Division II most of the season.
Three-time all-conference selection Kathy Davis led
the way for the Huskies in 1988. SCSU posted a 22-15
overall record, and finished tied for third in the NCC. For
the second time ever the Huskies earned a berth in the
NCAA Division II National Tournament. The Huskies lost
in the first round of the playoffs.
Two-time all-conference selection Sheri Mandell and
first-year NCC selection GiGi Deslauriers led the Huskies
to an 18-18 overall mark in 1989. Karen Henderson was
named to the District 15 all-academic team for the second
consecutive year.
The Huskies fortunes dipped a bit in 1990. The
rebuilding year saw SCSU finish with an 8-24 overall
record and an eighth-place NCC finish. GiGi Deslauriers
was named to the all-NCC team and all-NCC academic
team for the second consecutive year.
A young SCSU squad hit the court in 1991 . The
Huskies finished the season with a 9-14 overall record.
Deslauriers was named NCC all-academic for the third
year in a row. Lisette Hayden was named honorable
mention all-conference.

St. Cloud State University Women's Coaching Staff
Dianne Glowatzke - - - Volleyball
Alma Mater: Mankato State - - - Seasons at SCSU: 16, 389-257 won/loss
Highlights: 1982 Northern Sun Champions ... 1985 NCC Coach of the Year...
Two NCAA post-season appearances ... Member of Mankato State
Hall of Fame.
Diane Heydt - - - Swimming and Diving
Alma Mater: Western Illinois - - - Seasons at SCSU: 4, 28-10 in duals
Highlights: 1992 NCC Coach of the Year.. .ln past two seasons, six of Heydt's
swimmers have earned a total of 13 all-american honors ... Twenty-four
school records have been set during Heydt's four seasons.
Nancy Knop - - - Cross-Country, Track and Field
Alma Mater: University of Illinois-Champaign - - - Seasons at SCSU: Seven
Highlights: Sixteen all-americans in seven seasons ... One individual national
champion in 1992 (GiGi Deslauriers in NCAA indoor high jump) ...
SCSU track and field claims two individual national champions ...
Marie Sherwood won the javelin at the 1982 AIAW National
Championships.
Courtney Miller - - - Softball
Alma Mater: Southwest Missouri State- - - Seasons at SCSU: 1, 25-13 won/loss
Highlights: Finished third in NCC in 1992... Ranked 10th in final NCAA softball
poll of 1992... SCSU softball has posted six straight 20+ win seasons ...
Softball program has made three NCAA post-season appearances.
Larry Sundby- - -Tennis
Alma Mater: St. Cloud State - - - Seasons at SCSU: 6, 74-30 dual record
Highlights: 1988 NCC Coach of the Year... SCSU has claimed four Northern Sun
Tennis titles in 1980, '81, '82 and '83 ... The Huskies have five North
Central Conference titles tot.heir credit in 1985, '87, '88, '90 and '91 ...
SCSU has won the most tennis titles than any other school in the NCC
since the league began in 1981.
Anne Theis - - - Golf
Alma Mater: St. Cloud State - - - Seasons at SCSU: 2
Highlights: Former member of SCSU women's golf team
Gladys Ziemer - - - Basketball, Director of Women's Athletics
Alma Mater: Mankato State - - - Seasons at SCSU: 19, 318-189 won/loss
Highlights: 1989 North Central Conference Champions ... Northern Sun Champions in
1980, '82, '83 and '84... Appointed athletic director in 1968 (oversees an eight team col
legiate program) ... Seven NCAA post-season appearances ... 15 consecutive winning
seasons from 1975-1990.. Basketball program ranks in the top 20 in wins among all
NCAA Division II schools (339 victories in 24 seasons) ... Ziemer ranks 39th in wins
among all women's active collegiate coaches ... Ziemer has coached volleyball and
softball at SCSU ... Member of the Mankato State Hall of Fame.

